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My name is Anil 
Mascarenhas. I was born 
and raised in a religious 
Catholic family, in the State 
of Karnataka in India. I 
have my parents and three 
brothers in India. My desire 
to pursue a vocation to 
the priesthood has been 
from my early childhood, 
influenced by the many 
priests and religious in my 
extended family. They have 
set excellent examples by 

their committed lives and their selfless service. 

During my university days I had an opportunity to 
spend time in a Jesuit mission camp, which made me 
think more seriously about my future, and witnessing 
the Jesuit father’s missionary work was amazing. 
During this period, I seriously reflected on God’s 
many blessings throughout my life and how the Spirit 
worked through others to bring me to this point. 
I was convinced that I had a call to priesthood and 
that through this vocation I could serve God and my 
neighbours in the best possible way.

As I reflect over my journey in preparation to the 
priesthood, it has been both an exciting and a 
challenging journey of preparation, made possible 
only by God’s loving and merciful care. I thank 
sincerely those who helped me in this journey.

My awareness of my 
priestly vocation developed 
gradually. One Sunday in 
2003, when I was in grade 
six, I was altar serving at what 
was then my home parish, St 
Martin of Tours in Macleod. 
I remember looking up at 
the consecrated host during 
the elevation and thinking 
very clearly: ‘I wonder if 
I could do that?’ Over the 
following years, this simple 
thought gathered strength, 

snowballing into a lingering question and eventually 
into a deep conviction. Nevertheless, this process was 
not guaranteed or automatic. It was only possible 
because, through God’s grace, I was able to respond 
openly and freely to God’s vocational gift.

In 2010, at the age of eighteen, I entered Corpus 
Christi College. This moment brought me great joy 
and fulfilment. Seminary has been an indispensable 
dimension of my formation for priesthood. It has 
been complemented by my pastoral placements. 

Through the joys and challenges of the last seven-
and-a-half years, I believe I have learned to prioritise 
my relationship with God above all else (a lifelong 
challenge), grown significantly in self-understanding, 
and begun to develop the intellectual and pastoral 
skills necessary to be a holy and effective priest.

My name is Toan Nguyen. 
I was born in the North of 
Viet Nam in 1981, in a family 
of nine children, four sisters 
and four brothers, and I 
am the second youngest 
in my family. At the end of 
2008 the Archbishop of Ha 
Noi Diocese asked me to 
go to Australia, to join the 
seminary, Corpus Christi 
College for my seminary 
formation. 

It was a difficult time for me since I couldn’t understand 
much because of the language barrier and the new 
culture as well. However, I took it as my own cross 
and transformed these challenges into opportunities 
to challenge myself.

The seminary staff, my spiritual director, and brother 
seminarians have supported and encouraged me in 
many different ways to nurture my vocation better. 
Vocation, indeed, is an invitation from God for me 
to experience the love of God. It is so deep and so 
powerful that one senses the need to respond to it by 
placing one’s life in God’s hands. I joyfully give thanks 
to the Lord for God’s faithful love in my life and for 
God’s call. 

I look forward to the future; I want to be an instrument 
of the power in the name of Jesus to bring the Good 
News to others.

At about fifteen years of age 
I was inspired by the joy of 
other young Catholics who 
took their faith seriously. 
After completing year 12 in 
2005, I began a degree in 
Technology Education but 
there was a desire in my 
heart to do something more. 
In 2007, I put studies on 
hold to do some volunteer 
work with the Youth 
Mission Team Australia. 
This involved working full-

time with a team of young people to run retreat days 
for Catholic secondary schools around Melbourne. 

Over my two years there, I was struck by both the 
faith of certain priests, as well as the importance of 
the priest in the soul’s journey to heaven. This led me 
to consider a vocation to the priesthood and I entered 
Corpus Christi College Seminary in 2010. 

In 2013, I was offered the opportunity to continue my 
formation at the Pontifical North American College 
in Rome where I completed my Bachelor of Theology 
at the Gregorian University. 

I can honestly say that I am filled with joy to serve 
God and his people through this remarkable vocation 
to the Catholic Priesthood.

Dear friends,

With great joy the Church in Melbourne welcomes four new priests this year. 
In June, I ordained Fathers Trevor Tibbertsma and Marcus Goulding. 
On September 9 at 10am at St Patrick’s Cathedral, I will ordain Deacons  
Toan Nguyen and Anil Mascarenhas as priests.

This year I celebrated my Golden Jubilee of priestly ordination. The goodness 
and kindness of so many people has reminded me what a gift priesthood 
is to the Church and the world. Please pray for these new priests, and for 
many more young men from our city of Melbourne to follow the Lord in this 
vocation of love.

Yours sincerely in Christ,


